This book is on the whole, clearly written and easily accessible. By examining health systems intemationally (although the editor acknowledges by no means comprehensively) a clear picture emerges of the disparate but also common difficulties in creating systems for fair allocation of resources. Justification for the belief in the necessity for philosophical analysis as a base for health policy and reform is well illustrated. As David Seedhouse points out, some of the chapters illustrate very clearly the fact that philosophy and practice can seem worlds apart when it comes to health policies. Yet, he asks, how can a health reformer make cogent changes unless thought has been given to the principles which should guide the practical reform process? Arguments against apartheid for example, must rest on an alternative theory of social justice, and the Oregon experiment is based on the principle that human beings are of equal value.
This book will be of particular value to anybody involved in forming health policy, health care research or health ethics. However, it would also be of interest to any health professional or student interested in exploring the philosophical basis of practical health care. 
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